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Beverly Hills Gets Gritty! 

On Friday September 20th, Beverly Hills Middle School staff and students will make a pledge to “Be Gritty!”. 

Grit is concept advocated by Angela Lee Duckworth, who is affiliated with the University of Pennsylvania. 
Duckworth is a former educator and advocate for education. Duckworth believes every student can learn if 
students work “hard and long enough.” Angela Duckworth believes that educators know how to measure IQ 
best, but “what if doing well in school and in life depends on much more than your ability to learn quickly 
and easily?” Angela Duckworth was a teacher and then later became a psychologist. She has done studies of 
the most successful teachers and students. She found the that “one characteristic emerged as a significant 
predictor of success.... it was grit.” “Grit is passion and perseverance for very long term goals. Grit is having 
stamina. Grit is sticking with your future; day in, day out not just for the week, not just for the month, but for 
years, and working really hard to make that future a reality. Grit is living life like it is a marathon, not a 
sprint.” She found that “grittier kids, were significantly more likely to graduate,” despite family income, 
standardized test score, or the safety within their school.  

Beverly Hills is determined to build the concept of “grit” with our students. How do we build grit? What do 
we do to teach kids a solid work ethic? How do we keep them motivated for the long run? “Talent doesn’t 
make you gritty!” We need to build grit in our students by instilling “growth mindset”. This is the idea that 
was developed by Dr. Carol Dweck from Stanford University. It is the belief that “the ability to learn is not 
fixed, that it can change with your effort.” According to Dweck, “When kids learn about the brain and how it 
changes and grows in response to challenge, they’re much more likely to persevere when they fail, because 
they don’t believe that failure is a permanent condition.” We need more than growth mindset. We need to 
be willing to test and fail and “we need to be gritty about making our kids grittier” (Duckworth).  

Beverly Hills is will be implementing “grit" this year by showing our students that we, as staff, are gritty. We 

are passionate about our students. We have the long term goal that our students will succeed. We will stick 

with them day in and day out to make sure they develop a growth mindset and instill grit in their lives. 

Our back to school night was held on September 12th. An exciting evening, as our staff and parents met to 

discuss this years requirements for Core subject areas, Electives, Related Arts and Interventions. Beverly Hills 

Middle School welcomed staff and students back to school. This year will be filled with excitement as we 

welcome the class of 2027 to Beverly Hills. We are also thrilled to have our 7th and 8th grade students 

joining us again for another great school year. Administration and staff have been working hard this summer 

to bring new events and fresh ideas for the upcoming school year. We also welcome a number of new staff. 

For an introduction of the new BHMS staff check out pages 4-5. 
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Ajmain Aban 

Faizah Abdullah 

Tajkera Afifa 

Lauren Julia Arce 

Leilia Dennis 

Marzan Doyle 

Joshua Edmondson 

Jannatul Farduas 

Shawn Foster 

Shameelah Hafiz 

Thomas Hong 

Ian Kaplan 

Japneet Kaur 

Sukriti Kaur 

Milah Le 

Ridwan Muntasir 

Muntassir Nabeel 

Gabriel Olaniyi 

Michael Olaniyi 

Seraphim Rahardjo 

Sherin Santhosh 

Gurkanwal Jit Singh 

Andrew Tran 

Jafna Uddin 

Samiol Ulad 

Rukhma Umer 

Leni Verghese 

Tasneem Yeasmin 

Royal Registry Members 
Congratulations to our Royal Registry members. These students exhibit what it 

means to be “safe, responsible, respectful and gritty!” 

8th Grade 
Fatima Alamin 

Pirman Bayram 

Umme Bithy 

Shuhrat Chowdhury 

Ava Cisco 

Khadija Dembele 

Angelina Douangdara 

Marvin Dwarka 

Abu Mondal 

Anna Quratulann Fatima 

Noor Fatima 

Gabriela Fiorentino Wong 

Dianarah Garcia 

Priya Gill 

Gabrielle Gillam 

Lavanta Hoque 

Lylah Hoque 

Lobabah Iqbal 

Lordine Joseph 

Bhaverpreet Kaur 

My Lam 

Gabrielle Landis 

David Mathis 

Ziad Hussain 

Joanna Ngo 

Nguyen Ngo 

Angelina Ooi 

Adriana Peralta 

Vivian Phan 

Jana Salem 

Dilver Singh 

Lamisa Topader 

Tiffani Tran 

Yujie Wu 

Wendy Zheng 

7th Grade 
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Fall Sports 

Fall Sport Coach 
 

Field Hockey    Ms. Panella and Mrs. Unger-Haydinger 

Volleyball    Ms. Giongo and Ms. Ferguson 

Unlimited Football Mr. Ricci and Mr. N. Casertano 

120 Pound Football Mr. Johanson and Mr. O’Doherty 

Boy’s Soccer    Mr. Schatz and Mr. Rich 

Girl’s Soccer    Mr. Butler and Ms. Casertano 

Girls Cheerleading Ms. George 
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 New Staff 

Shana Rush 

I attended Penn State University and got my B.S. in Elementary Education in Multicultural Settings in 2010. Also, I 
attended West Chester University, and received my M.Ed. in Reading in 2015 from there. I teach Math 
Interventions to 7th and 8th graders here at BH. Prior to working here, I spent 8 years substitute teaching in 
various school districts around Delaware County, during the past 4 years I have worked in the Wallingford-
Swarthmore School District Summer Program. There I have been a Summer Tutor, Summer Teaching Assistant, 
and the past 2 years a Summer Teacher. I have 3 older brothers and my oldest brother is Mr. Kelly, who works 
here teaching Health and Physical Education. In my spare time, I love spending time with my family and friends, 
cooking, and baking. I am looking forward to this school year and meeting my new students!  

Kaelyn DiFonzo 

Hello! My name is Kaelyn DiFonzo and I am a learning support teacher at 
Beverly Hills Middle School this year! I went to college in upstate NY at the 
College of Saint Rose where I received my Bachelor’s and Master’s Degrees in 
Childhood/Special Education and Literacy. Before coming to BHMS, I taught 
for five years in Chester-Upland School District. I’m very excited to join the 
Beverly Hills community! 

Andrew Bono 

Andrew has been teaching middle school science for the last few years in Tampa, 
FL. Prior to that, he was living in Denver, CO, where he was an avid hiker, biker, and 
runner. His wife, one month old son, two dogs, and he moved back to the 
Philadelphia suburbs so they could be closer to family. He has his degree in Biology 
and Masters in Education specifically focusing on teaching Bilingual and 
Multicultural students. His favorite thing about science is that it is always evolving 
as we learn more information.  
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 New Staff 

Jason Maxwell 

My Name is Jason Maxwell. I have been a Health and Physical Education teacher for the 
past 10 years. This is my first year at Beverly Hills Middle School. I live in Chester County 
PA, and have a wife and two children. I graduated from Hofstra University in Long Island 
NY. In my free time I enjoy coaching both football and baseball. I also love to spend time 
with my family at the shore during the summer months. 

Jack Power 

My name is Jack Power. I am excited to join the BHMS team. I have been teaching for a little over 13 years. I am 
coming to Upper Darby after 7 years of teaching in the Philadelphia area. My wife and I live in Delaware County, 
so I am happy to be teaching somewhere closer to home. We have two little girls that keep us on our toes. My 7 
year old daughter Kiera is just starting second grade and our 3 year old Bridget is beginning preschool just this 
week. In my spare time I enjoy playing golf, running, and watching any Philadelphia teams! Go Birds! This year I 
am teaching reading intervention. It has been great getting to know the students I have so far. I also sincerely ap-
preciate how  welcoming everyone has been, especially the staff here at Beverly Hills! It is comforting being in a 
school environment that is a united team. I look forward to meeting more of you!  



The Royal Scroll  September 2019 

ISSUE 49  6 

 

September 20th GRIT Mud Run 

September 27th All School Fall Fling 3 PM to 4:30 PM 

October 3rd Parent Forum 5:30 PM 

October 10th Early Dismissal 1 PM 

October 14th No school for students & Staff—Offices Open 

 

 

 

UPCOMING 

EVENTS 


